(CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS. 


OCTOBER 11—OCTOBER 17, 1875. 


POLITICAL GENERAL. 


Tur Muir Gazette of the 4th October gives the following 
figures as the naval strength of Russia :— 


Twenty-nine iron war vessels and 196 other descriptions of 
war vessels, with a total of 521 guns—a total tonage of 172,401 
tons, and 31,978 horse power, and 29,500 sailors and officers. 
All the ships, it says, are in first rate order and condition. 


The Oudh Akhbdér of the 15th October writes that it is 
rumoured at Darjeeling that a Thibetan army has arrived at 
Jolaghati on the Thibet frontier, and that no one at present 
seems to be aware of the reason of the army being stationed 
at this particular place. It might have been sent to escort 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal into Thibet, as it is 
believed that the Government of Lhassa will not allow any 
European to enter his territory. | 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 12th October writes that all 
the Urda newspapers highly applaud the advice given by the 
Secretary of State for India to the Cooper’s Hill students to 
be gentle in their behaviour towards the people of India. 


( 524 ) 


CABULANDCENTRAL ASIAN AFFAIRS. 


The Ashraf-ul- Akhbdr of the 12th October assures its 
readers that many English papers say there is no fear or danger 


to be expected from the Russians even should they! capture 
Merv. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 13th October is of opinion 
that if the Russians continue in their successful career, 
Afghanistan will be in great danger before long. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th October writes that in Cébul 


every male person between the ages of 15 and 40 has been 


ordered to enroll himself as a volunteer, whether he wishes it 
or not. | 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 11th October writes that 
a Russian envoy has arrived at Cibul, and demands passage 
for a Russian army through Afghanistan to Hindustan. The 


Amir has written to the Government of Indja on the sub- 
ject. 


The Nir-ul-Anwdr of the 16th October writes. that the 
Rattan Prakdsh says that the Amir of C4bul is in terror on 
account of the Russians approaching his territory, that he is 
preparing for war and that the Amir’s officers and sirdars 
are not inclined to fight against the Russians and wil] un- 
doubtedly join them, The editor has doubts of the above. 


The Khair Khwah-i-Alam of the 13th October writes that 
the Amir of Cabul has advised the Turcomans not to do any- 
thing by which the Russians may take offences and that for 

this purpose he has despatched a few envoys to the Turcomans. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th October writes’ that the 
Kashgar envoy, Muhammad Yaékub, lately had 4 long interview 
with His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, and after that he 
visited the English ambassador at St. Petersburgh, and in- 


formed him that a Russian envoy would for the future be 
atationed at Kashgar. 
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The same paper say that Kokhand will be annexed to the 
Russian territory by the Emperor, and that the same arrange- 
ments will be made there as were made at Khiva. The people 
of Central Asia are very difficult to manage, and the Russians 
are now compelled to interfere, so as to put an end to dis- 
turbances and bring peace to the country. The powerful 
will only be obeyed and dreaded in Central Asia, and this is 
the reason why the Russians are advancing and progressing 
firmly in that part of the country. 


The Ordé Akhbédr of the 16th October writes that it was 
fumoured that the Amir of Kashgar intends declaring a 
religious war against the Russians, and that perhaps to clear 
the Amirof Kashgar from these imputations the Kashgar envoy 


has gone to St. Petersburgh to see the Emperor of Russia 
personally. — 


(Most of the vernacular papers have tlieabove paragraph 
this week. ) 


The Guide of India of the 16th October writes that on 
the 16th Septeriiber last General Kaufman firmly established 
order in Kokhand. 

PRINCE OF WALES’ VISIT. 

The Kashi Patrika of the 15th October writes that the 
Nizam of Haidardbad wishes the Prince of Wales to visit his 
territory, bat the editor hopes that Sir B. Frere and the 
Viceroy will not permit their valuable trust to put his foot 
in the country of such Muhammadan traitors as there are in 


Haidar4ébad. 


The Vrit Dhdra, of the 11th October says that instead 
of throwing away money in entertaining the Prince of Wales 
the money collected should be sent to relieve the sufferers at 
Ahmedabad. The poor people of India will derive no benefit 
by the Prince’s visit, therefore they should not be so foolish as 
to subscribe toward the entertainment fund that is being got 


up. 
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The Khair Khwdh-i-Alam of the 13th October writes 
that Nawib Mahammad Umar Ali Khén, of Baroda, has pro- 
posed (which the editor highly approves of) that the people 
of Hindustén, to prove their loyalty and’ devotion to the 
British Government, should entirely defray the whole costs of 
the Prince of Wales’ visit to India, and that the people of 
India should also make known all their grievances and wants 


to His Royal Highness. 
ADMINISTRATIVE (GENERAL). 


The Waktl-t-Hindustdn of the 9th October objects strongly 
to the section in the Penal Code giving the police powers of 
arrest in cases of suspected theft. 


The Waktl-1-Hindustdn of the 16th October objects to the 
leniency of the Penal Code with regard to theft. 


EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS. 


The Lauh-i-Mahife of the 15th October again draws 
attention to the endowed lands and estates belonging to the _ 
_ several temples at Moradabad, from the revenues of which — 
a great number of poor people should receive assistance in the 
shape of food, quilts, and blankets. The property, the editor 
again says, is being ruined, and the purpose for which it was 
endowed is not being carried out: the guardians and mana~ 
gers are using all the money for their own private uses. It 
is incumbent on the Government of the country to take pos- 


session of this property, and to carry out the object of the 
endower. 


RAILWAY AND POST- OFFICE. 


The Rohilkhand Akhbér of the 13th October states that 
on the Sunday preeeding, after the tickets were issued and 
purchased by the passengers at the. Moradabad railway sta- 
tion, no one would open the doors of the carriages to let the 
passengers get in, the:result of which was that the train left, 
leaving the passengers behind. -When they asked the station 


authorities to refund the price of their tickets they were 
refused, 


“ 3 
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The Benares Akhbdr of the 14th October: writes: that at 
the Moradabad railway station passengers. purchasing tickets 
never get back any change. The editor says that he was 
himself lately victimised at tlie above station in the sum of 
three annas. 


The Waktl-t-Hindustén of the 2nd October ‘is of opinion 
that unless Government passes some regulations about rail- 
ways in India, the natives will never be satisfied, as they are 
at present most shannetully t treated by the railway authorities 
and subordinates. 


The Aligarh Institute Glasetie of the 15th. October has a 
long article headed —“ Woes of Railway Travellers,” —in which 
the writer says that heis compelled to makeknown the grievance 
of the native railway travellers, and particularly wishes as an 
example to chronicle the following instance ; but before doing 
so he wishes to inquire why in these days the natives are so 


unfortunate that the Europeans have lost all consideration for 
them, They have become so miserable that they are treated 
worse than beasts. They have fallen so low that even a rail- 
way porter can with impunity collar the most respectable 
native at a railway station and kick him out. Is it not 
incumbent on the part of Government and its duty to protect — 
the poor from the oppression of the powerful ? Government 
should make known its even-handed justice by protecting the | 
poor travellers ; and unless the Government of India does this, 
the people of India will think that the sole object of the 
British Government of India is to collect as much money and 
revenue as they can. The upper subordinates and officers are 
bad enough, but the ‘menial servants of the Company are a 
thousand times ‘worse, notwithstanding that they are nothing 
more than coolies. They think themselves proprietors of 
the train and carriages, and never do anything without abuse. 
It is with abuse that they put in passengers into the carriages, 
and it is with abuse also that they open the doors for them to 
get out. If they are remonstrated with they threaten to thrash 
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and assault the passenger. The following is the illustration 
above alluded to. On the 28th of September last at the Chan- 
dausi Station of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, where 
the passengers change carriages, a traveller with his wife and 
child got out of the down train and was going to meet the 
train that left Moradabad. This traveller held tickets for the 
whole compartment as “ reserved,” and while he was stariding 
at the station platform, one of the peons had some words 
with him, and on hearing this the station-master flew on the 
travellers like a tiger, and with a flourish of his stick told the 
traveller that he had better not say anything to the peon as 
he would not allow it. The editor believes that if this traveller 
had said a word he would have been well illstreated. There is 
no other department in the country like the railway, which does 
not care for the laws and regulations of the country ; its sub- 
ordinates can disobey its rules with impunity, and the most 
menial servant of this department considers himself a naw&b 
OF a raja 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Roz-i-Ndma Panjab of the 15th October again calls 
attention to the filthy state of the streets of Lahore. The 
Waktl-t-Hindustdn of the 16th October does the same for 
Amritsar. 


The Sadddarsha of the 18th October writes that no person 
should be proud and arrogant as no one knows what is before 
one ; in these days one may be a king to-day and a cooly to- 
morrow and vice versd, as has lately been the case. It is use- 
less relating long stories. The ease of the king of Delhi should 
be remembered. In 1857 every one mnst have seen how > 
he who was styled the Light of the House of Temar was sent a 
prisoner and an outcast from Delhi to Rangoon, where he died, 


and that such has been the case of several European sovereigns 
and kings also. 
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